
St Mary's Buckden & All Saints Offord - Sunday 28th February 2021 
Mark 8: 31 to the end 

 
 

The question ‘Why death on the cross?’ has haunted the Christian Faith from the very beginning. The 

crucifixion was a penalty reserved for criminals and traitors, and many non-Christian writers down the 

centuries have thought it extraordinary that we should worship a man, who we called our saviour and 

Son of God, killed in such a way. But despite the offence of the cross the New Testament, and the first 

Christians, did not shrink from declaring proudly and firmly that Jesus death was God’s chosen way of 

salvation. 

 

But there are questions to be asked. Such as, at what point in his life was Jesus aware of what was to 

come? We will never know all the answers, but it was after Peter had given voice to his famous 

confession - ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’, that Jesus began to talk less about the 

kingdom and more about his death.  

 

And that is what we have heard this morning in the Gospel reading. We hear Jesus telling the disciples 

about the sort of death he must suffer, and Peter, as ever, takes him on one side and begins to rebuke 

him. And Jesus then uses the famous words 'Get behind me Satan!, for you do not have in mind the 

things of God, but the things of men'. So what we can absolutely say is that according to the Gospels 

the cross was planned in the purposes of God, God prepared it as the final way home to him. So the 

Cross had to happen. 

 

And another question ‘Why couldn’t God just forgive us anyway, and let bygones be bygones? But God 

had tried that many times before and his creation, mankind, had become far too stubborn for such a 

trivial response. Humanity had a burden of sin and guilt that only God could mend and heal. The 

incarnation, the sending of God’s Son to us in human form, means that God identified with human 

suffering, and the cross declares that God took all the sin and shame and dealt with it once and for all 

in Jesus death. John puts it this way – ‘If anyone sins we have someone who pleads with the Father on 

our behalf, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he himself is the means by which our sins are forgiven’. We 

shall never fully understand the cross in this life, at the very heart of it there is mystery. But God does 

not so much expect us to understand it, as to experience it. To put it at its most simple, how television 

works is a mystery to most of us, but that does not preclude us from experiencing it. We do know this, 

the cross was God’s way of salvation and it is an experience that has changed the life of millions and 

will continue to do so.  

 

There are many and different ways that people have come to understand the cross, apart from God’s 

forgiveness that we have already discussed, and here are just a few of them.  



 

First. Jesus is our example. For many people the death of Jesus has been an inspiring example of 

patient and quiet suffering in the face of overwhelming odds. We can take it as a pattern for when we 

are suffering unjustly. In the Gospels Jesus obedience to his Father is marked out as an example of 

how Christians should react when persecuted.  
 

Then Jesus is our Liberator. Although today we know Jesus to be someone who removed the sin of the 

world by his death, it clearly did not have this meaning for those occupying Roman soldiers who put 

him to death. That is for all except the one at the foot of the cross. The others saw him as a political 

agitator, and a criminal. To the Jews he was just another ‘Messianic upstart’. His claims about the 

coming of his kingdom appeared to challenge the Law of Moses. His final entry into Jerusalem as the 

crowds waved palm branches and cried – ‘Hosanna to the son of David, blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest’, were words laden with symbolic meaning. Today many that 

are fighting terrorism, oppression, injustice, and poverty have taken hold of the cross of Jesus as a 

model of someone who fought against the forces of evil and conquered them.  
 

Jesus is our Representative. A representative is often someone we put into a position of power and 

influence to express our point of view. So this theory sees Jesus as the perfect man who stands before 

the father on our behalf and represents us. This idea is caught up in a number of great hymns, so often 

the bearers of good theology. John Newman used it in his Hymn - ‘Praise to the holiest in the height’. 

This is the second verse - ‘O loving wisdom of our God, when all was sin and shame, a second Adam to 

the fight and to the rescue came’.  

 

And Jesus is indeed our King. What did Jesus mean by the kingdom – A New Kingdom, what sort of 

Kingdom?  – ‘Your Kingdom come’ we say. So what are we asking for? ‘The Kingdom of God is at hand’. 

Jesus said, and at other times, it was coming or was here, if only people could see it. And, of course, he 

called James and his brother John and Peter to be present at the Transfiguration and to be followers of 

this new way, this new world. The Jews of Jesus time were looking for God to intervene in their lives in 

many different ways. Some hoped for a revolutionary political leader who would overthrow the power 

of Rome, and no doubt reduce their taxes. Some looked for a period of peace and prosperity, in which 

they could bring up their children without fear. Two thousand years have passed and what we hope 

for has not changed much! Others longed for God to send his chosen one to establish an earthly 

Kingdom for the Jews starting at Jerusalem.  

 

People had many different ideas of what they wanted. But Jesus idea of the Kingdom was new and 

quite different from all of those. For him the Kingdom was a spiritual rather than a material reality. 



And for us The Kingdom only becomes a true kingdom through what Jesus did on the cross. His death 

is the key to the kingdom, the door by which we too can enter. But the kingdom in its completeness is 

yet to come. Yes, it has indeed come in part, as Jesus said - by his being here, but it will only be 

complete when Jesus returns to reign fully as King. In the meantime his Church, that part of God’s 

creation that accepts his authority on earth, must continue to preach the message of God’s kingdom 

here and now. It is clear from Jesus teaching about the kingdom of God that he was concerned with 

the quality of human life. We who belong to it should show it in holy and good living, by expressing 

compassion and concern for others, by being the ‘light’ that shines on the face of our society. This 

involves social and political action, for Christianity is not outside the world as some seem to think, but 

very much a part of it. An effective Gospel for today must present the death of Jesus confidently and 

clearly. It is still as Jesus told us – The Way, the Truth and the Life. The Way of hope, the Truth of his 

peace and presence and ultimately, the Life that is eternal with God in his glorious Kingdom.  

 

Amen. 
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