
 

 

Useful Contacts 

Priest in Charge   The Revd. Jes Salt (819377)       
priestincharge@stmarysbuckden.org.uk 

Secretary Philip Mowat (811254) 
secretary@stmarysbuckden.org.uk 

Churchwardens 

St Mary’s David Pickavance (07902 867603) 
david.pickavance1@outlook.com 

 Vasanthi Mowat (07535 922829) 
vas.mowat@stmarysbuckden.org.uk  

All Saints Sue Dorrington(07724 553101) 

Offord            offordallsaints@gmail.com  

 John Simpkin (819664) 

 Mobile 07904 617973 

 warden.offord@yahoo.com  

Find us online: 

St Mary’s www.stmarysbuckden.org.uk 

  Twitter: @A1ChurchBuckden 
  Facebook: St Mary’s Buckden 
 

All Saints  allsaintsoffordcluny.wordpress.com 

  Facebook: All Saints Offord Cluny 

Friends in Deed 07810 006598 

Items for the pew sheet should be sent to the Priest in Charge or secretary by 9am 
on the previous Tuesday due to tighter Covid-19 printing deadlines 
 

 
FURTHER NOTICES 
 

Friday 5 March - World Day of Prayer short service on You 
Tube, available from around 9.30am.  We propose delivering a 
(sanitised) copy of a booklet to anyone interested beforehand 
then asking people to read it together on the morning of 5 
March. Last chance to contact Jes or Jane if you would like 
a copy of this booklet. 
 
Sunday 7 March  
11am to 12noon - St Mary’s is open for private prayer with 
Jes in attendance  
 
Tuesday 9 March at 8pm on Zoom – Lent Course continues 
and will do so each week at this time for the duration of Lent 
- Based on the 'I am' sayings of Jesus. There is a course book 
available -  Jesus said I am' cost £6.75.  Contact Jes for copies. 
(Zoom meeting ID 204 930 2812 /passcode 310856)  
 
World Day of Prayer 2022 - A co-ordinator is needed for next 
year's WDP service which will held at St Mary's and will be 
written by our own British representatives. The Bible verse is, 
most pertinently, "I know the plans I have for you" - Jeremiah 29 
v 11. Can you help at all? Please speak to Jane or Jes for further 
information. 
 
St Mary’s chosen Charity for January and February is the 
Amos Trust – Thank you to all of whom have supported this 
charity over the past few weeks. Founded over 25 years ago, 
this is a small, creative human rights charity that challenges 
injustice, builds involvement and creates change. It works with 
vibrant grassroots partners for justice and hope for the forgotten. 
Partners are based in Palestine, India, Nicaragua, South Africa, 
Burundi, Tanzania and beyond. See the display in St Mary’s in 
the New Year and the website for more details. 
www.amostrust.org 
 
Need someone to talk to? Friends in Deed provide support & 
friendship (by telephone only for the moment) and is still 
running. Just call 07810 006598.   
 
Godmanchester Foodbank is an ongoing project and 
support during these extraordinary times is needed more 
than ever.  More information at -  
https://godmanchester.foodbank.org.uk/   
Collection Points - on the doorstep of the vicarage (please ring 
the bell then step back), Nisa Buckden and Budgens, Offord. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Benefice of Buckden & the 
Offords 

 Sunday 28 February 2021 
(Second Sunday of Lent) 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Well, we have our 'roadmap' and let's hope and 
pray that it will bring us to the end of what has been 
a difficult, nay awful, year for so many. And, as Jes 
said in his letter last week, let us hope too that we 
can all be in our churches to celebrate the risen 
Christ on Easter Sunday. 
 
For many, and I suspect some Christians as well, it 
has been difficult to see how God has worked in all 
of this? But I can do no better than quote from Jes's 
sermon of last Sunday (I am sure he won’t mind me 
doing so again). 'At the heart of our relationship 
with God is the eternal truth that you and I are 
God's beloved children in whom he is well pleased. 
Some of us who have struggled over the past year 
may need to hear those words afresh and apply 
them to themselves. Perhaps inserting our own 
name before ..... you are my beloved child in whom 
I am well pleased....' 
 
The happenings of Good Friday through Easter 
Sunday prove conclusively that God loved us so 
much that he was prepared to put his only son 
through a horrible death that we might be forgiven. 
But then to bring him back in glory so that he could 
be with us for ever. 'Surely I am with you always 
even to the very end of time'. (Matthew 28:20). 
 
Let's look forward to Easter in hope and safe in the 
knowledge that we are God's children and he will 
always love us through everything. 
 
 
Blessings and best wishes 
 
Miles 

 
The Archbishops invite all to call on God in Prayer. 
'We invite you to set aside time every evening to 
pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, 
this is a time when we need to love each other. 
Prayer is an expression of love.' 
 

Archbishops’ call to prayer  
 
Gracious God, as we remember before you the 
thousands who have died, surround us and all who 
mourn with your strong compassion.  Be gentle with 
us in our grief, protect us from despair, and give us 
grace to persevere and face the future with hope in 
Jesus Christ our risen Lord.  Amen. 
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Prayer of the Week (Collect) 
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ's sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
For us, living after the crucifixion and resurrection, 
this text makes sense. We probably don’t even 
flinch.  For those of us who are, perhaps, already 
thinking about our Good Friday liturgies and 
sermons, this text has clear meaning.   It had the 
same clear meaning for Mark’s first audience: Just 
as Jesus bore his cross, the trajectory of our lives of 
faith must be similar.  We have our cross to bear 
too. And when we bear that cross, we become more 
and more like the One who bore the cross on 
Calvary. And, that is the point of a life of faith. 

   
 

Prayer 
Corner 

Please pray in 
Offord for: those 
who live and work 
in Manor Court, 
Parkway, The 
Cranny. 

and in Buckden for: those 
who live and work in Field 
Close, Lincoln Close, Silver 
Street, Beaufort Drive, St 
Hugh’s Road. 

 

NOTICES 

GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS COVID-19 –All scheduled 
services in All Saints’ and St Mary’s remain cancelled.  
Members of both PCC’s will meet soon to review the situation 
and any changes will be notified to you as soon as possible 
thereafter. If there is to be any change please note that it 
may be too late to reflect this in the pewsheet but be 
assured that the Secretary will endeavour to advise all those 
on our current email distribution list of the situation.  
Meanwhile, St Mary’s still remains OPEN for private prayer 
(with Jes in attendance) from 11am to 12noon on Sundays 
and from 9.30am until 10.30am on Wednesdays. Facemasks 
must continue to be worn during private prayer and attendees 
will need to strictly comply with social distancing guidelines  
 

We will still distribute the pewsheet by email every week 
and continue with our weekly online service each Sunday.  
Follow the links from the St Mary’s and All Saints’ websites.  
 

Saturday 27 February from 11.00am-11.40am - Virtual 
Saturday coffee – Also Saturday 6 March.  Please note the 
Zoom meeting details- ID: 798 1012 3003 Password: 6WMstJ. 
Repeats weekly until further notice. 
 

Sunday 28 February  
11am to 12noon - St Mary’s is open for private prayer with 
Jes in attendance 
11am-11.40am on Zoom – Bible Band – Why not join St 
Mary’s teenage group on Zoom this Sunday morning.  
Meeting ID: 771 6218 0346, Passcode: Br8fEL  
 

Tuesday 2 March at 8pm on Zoom – Lent Course continues 
and will do so each week at this time for the duration of Lent 
- Based on the 'I am' sayings of Jesus. There is a course book 
available -  Jesus said I am' cost £6.75.  Contact Jes for copies. 
(Zoom meeting ID 204 930 2812 /passcode 310856)  
 

Wednesday 3 March 9.30am to 10.30am - St Mary’s is open 
for private prayer with Jes in attendance. 
 

Thursday 4 March at 7.30pm on Zoom (ID 204 930 2812, 
Passcode 310856)– Footsteps in Faith - A new 4 week series 
starts exploring the pandemic and relevance of Christian Faith. 

(More notices overleaf) 

This Sunday’s Readings 
 
Please note that each reader has the freedom to choose their 
preferred version so the following may not match ‘word for word) 
 

 

Romans 4. 16-end 

For this reason, it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 
the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you 
the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of 
many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous 
shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised. Therefore, his faith ‘was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned 
to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. (NRSV) 

Mark 8. 31-end 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.’ He called 
the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
(NRSV) 


