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Prayer: Almighty God we thank you for the gift of your Holy Word. Take us and use us in its 
power that we may come to love and serve all people, as your disciples, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

The final verses of the first chapter of John's gospel are all about the calling of those first disciples. 

Andrew and Simon, now called Peter, are already with Jesus and he then calls Philip to join him, who in 

turn goes to tell Nathanael, many scholars think that Nathaniel is the same man as Bartholomew in the 

other gospels. 'We have found the one that the prophets wrote about - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph!' And Nathanael famously asks 'Nazareth, can anything good come from there?' And this is 

assuredly a question that countless of us have had to grapple with over the years. And in our meeting 

with Jesus it is often the revelation that God knows us better than we know ourselves, that brings us to 

the beginning of the knowledge that ‘all good’ did indeed come from Nazareth following that very first 

Christmas morning. 

 

But Jesus was given a hard time when he visited Nazareth, his home town. They didn’t believe that a 

carpenter’s son could possibly be anything but, well - a carpenter. Jesus’ reading of the Isaiah scroll in 

the synagogue brings things to head - you may remember the words? - ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he has anointed me to preach good new to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind. To release the oppressed, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favour’. Jesus is chased out of town, in fact they almost throw him over a cliff, 

but somehow he escapes.  

 

Jesus says to Nathanael ‘You believe because I knew you from the first - well expect greater things 

than that!’ We all know of and have perhaps seen extraordinary things done in Jesus name. We see 

lives changed, and we are ransomed, healed, restored and forgiven through the power and love of 

meeting Jesus for ourselves. Jesus then goes on to visit Nathanael’s home town of Cana, and indeed 

great things do begin to happen. 

 

We then find Jesus in Capernaum. Capernaum today is a deserted town but much has been preserved, 

especially the Synagogue and the house where Simon Peter lived. To stand in the Synagogue where 

Jesus preached and healed the man who was possessed by a demon and to be by the house where 

Peter’s mother-in-law was healed of a fever is an extraordinary thing. To have been there with Jesus 

must have been overwhelming. The townsfolk didn’t want Jesus to go, after all he was making things 

much better for them, and they tried very hard to stop him.  



We, of the here and now, are able to draw the distinction between the Jesus of history and the Jesus 

of our faith. But to those first disciples there was no such distinction. For them it is the Jesus who is 

there, in front of them, who discloses that God is with them - not in some story book sort of way, but 

alive, talking, working miracles. Peter and all the others had every right to be amazed and possibly a bit 

frightened. 

 

Yes, much of what John is saying is all about Jesus preparing his disciples for going out into a hard 

world. To be a disciple in today’s world is going to be tough and to do those things that Jesus asked of 

us, to be committed to him through everything to be ‘called’ and ‘sent out’ to spread the good news, is 

as hard now as it has ever been, if not harder when we look around us right now. ‘I will follow you 

wherever you go’, someone says to Jesus. Fine, says Jesus, but remember you may never again have a 

place of your own or maybe even see your family again. Jesus makes it very plain, ‘Any of you who do 

not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple’. ‘Anyone who does not take up his cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me’. Yes these are indeed difficult words and they are supposed to be.  

 

Jesus has made it very clear that he is not expecting something short-term, in following Jesus we are 

definitely in for the long-term. When we come to say our creed we say four times that we ‘believe’ - 

‘We believe in God, the Father Almighty. We believe in Jesus Christ his only Son. We believe in the 

Holy Spirit and we believe in the all embracing Christian Church that Jesus started and asks us to 

continue in his name.  

 

So let us be absolutely sure of our commitment, let us carry our cross in the knowledge that we have 

counted the cost of discipleship and said “Yes Lord” for there is no other way to Jesus. His 

commitment too us was total, even to death, death on the cross. Our commitment to him should be 

the same. Becoming a disciple means a total commitment to follow Jesus. It also means a breaking 

with the past. The fishermen left their nets, Levi walked away from tax collecting, what he saw and 

heard convinced Nathanael. But of course, as there always have been, there were some that could not.  

 

Now I have used that word commitment a lot and I meant to! It does seem to me that so often people 

don’t want to make that leap from involvement to commitment that Jesus demands of us. The rich 

young man could not and nor, surely, could many others in the crowds milling round Jesus when he 

was preaching, and so it has continued down the centuries. For a commitment to Jesus does mean 

being different, it means making a change. It means paying heed to all those good things that Paul tells 

us the spirit brings, Joy, peace, love and forgetting what Paul calls the things of the flesh - or what we 

might now call ‘material things’.  
 

 



The way that faith is created and discipleship established is through God’s intervention. It is God who 

has worked in us through his Word, his Son and his Holy Spirit. It is the working of the Holy Spirit that 

eventually re-empowers the disciples for the work they have to do in bringing the Gospel to the world, 

it is the Holy Spirit that will empower us! 

 

Everyone who becomes a disciple of Jesus here on earth is promised fellowship as a member of a new 

family, and with eternal life at the end. Jesus does not tempt us with dreams of outward success or 

benefits in this life. His followers are told to serve as he once served them - by washing their feet, by 

becoming humble, by giving themselves for others. A disciple must be satisfied with the same lot as his 

master we are told. The Prophet Micah sums all this up wonderfully. ‘The Lord has showed you what is 

good. And what is it that he requires of you? – ‘To act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God’. ‘How can outward success in life help if you miss out on life itself’ - says Jesus. ‘Whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it!’ 

 

And now it’s up to us to make sure we are all going in the same direction, in the Power of God and of 

his Holy Spirit, using all those precious gifts that the spirit brings - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 

Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control, so that generations to come may find and 

understand the wonder and the joy of that incredible, extraordinary, life enhancing commitment to 

God’s only Son Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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