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The poet T.S.Eliot once wrote; ‘this is the way the world ends not with a 

whimper but with a bang’. 

But 2021 has started with a bang rather than a whimper. 

There is the drama surrounding Brexit and the uncertainty of new 

relationship with EU.  Then there is the rapid spread of the new variant 

of Covid forcing the government to announce lockdown 3 last Monday 

with increasing infection rates in many areas including ours. Although 

hopefully the vaccination programme now seems to be picking up pace.  

And we have the extraordinary events in US this week, the ramifications 

of which will no doubt ripple across the world. 

 

It is against that dramatic and not entirely positive background we look at 

the passage from Mark 1 which Georgia read to us, and which 

introduces us to God’s rescue plan for his world.  

And we meet two people. 

Firstly John the Baptist. The son of Mary’s relative Elizabeth and her 

husband Zechariah, a gift of God born after they were apparently too old 

to have children.  

Mark starts his gospel by using the words of two OT prophets, Isaiah 

and Malachi to introduce John as the long awaited messenger who 

would be sent by God to announce the coming of the messiah. He 

dressed in the same odd clothes made of camel hair as the prophet 

Elijah who, according to the OT would appear ahead of the messiah 

(2Kings 1.8, Malachi 4.6).   

And as with many messengers his words contained some good things 

and hard things.  

The famous scientist Albert Einstein is supposed to have said that 

madness is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a 

different result.  

John’s message to his hearers was that they could not stay as they were 

if they wanted to meet the Messiah. They needed to change – John uses 

the word repent, to change direction.  

And then be baptised, symbolically washed clean, as an outward sign of 

that repentance.  

And people respond. Like now national morale was low. They were 

looking for a rescuer – the messiah.  

There was something authentic in John’s message. Maybe because he 

clearly walked the walk, not just talked the talk. 



Maybe because John’s message was not about him.  

He went out of his way to point people to Jesus; ‘I am not even worthy to 

untie his sandals’ – the job of the lowliest slave.  

This was not about putting himself down, but emphasising Jesus 

greatness and otherness. ‘I baptise you with water’, but he will put God 

in your hearts and lives. So crowds come to listen to John and be 

baptised in the River Jordan. 

 

John knew his role was that of a faithful messenger. He was needed to 

play his part in God’s plan. And like John, we all have a part to play in 

enabling God’s kingdom to come and his will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Today people need to see and hear the church play its part in 

healing and restoring.  

To hear the message of a God who cares.  

And speaking with a confident, humble loving voice the church needs to 

encourage folk to look at the claims of God relevant in 21stC as 1stC. 

 

The second person we meet is Jesus; 

As christians familiar with story of Jesus, we lose something of the jaw 

dropping wonder that the man who was equal with God entered our 

world in such a humble way – the Christmas story. But we also overlook 

how extraordinary it was that the adult Jesus who was sinless should 

choose to start ministry in an unassuming way by joining queue of 

ordinary folk to be baptised by John acknowledging they needed to 

repent.   

 

It shows, even at the start of his ministry just how far Jesus was 

prepared to humble himself in order to share the complete human 

experience. So the gospels would later tell us that he would know what it 

was to be weary, tired, hungry, anxious.  

The writer of the book of Hebrews puts it like this; because Jesus came 

to save and help, not angels but Abraham’s descendants (in other words 

us), he had to become like us, human in every way – experiencing 

human weakness but without sinning (Hebrews 2.16-17, 4.15).  

So we can be reassured that the Lord we worship really does 

understand what it is like to live our kind of life.  

 

Jesus humility and his obedience also shows God’s commitment to his 

rescue plan for his world. As Jesus steps out of the water, he is 



choosing to start the journey which, will take him initially into the 

wilderness but which he knows will lead to the cross.  

All of us value appreciation for the things we do. And we know how 

special it is for children to receive the approval and validation of their 

parents.  And so as Jesus starts his ministry, He receives the public 

approval and endorsement of his heavenly Father. ’You are my beloved 

son, in whom I am well pleased.’ Direct and very personal loving support 

from God the Father to God the Son. 

How special that must have been for Jesus. But also for those who 

heard and also for us as we read. Because we see the whole of the 

trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit fully engaged and committed in the 

task of restoring the kingdom of God on earth. 

  

On holiday as a child, I used to love, and looking at the name of the 

resort that ran through the centre of each stick of rock 

Likewise this episode describes the theme that runs through the centre 

of God’s mission to his world. John rightly points out that there are things 

we all need to change and areas of our lives that need attention. 

But at the heart of God and all he does is love (1 John 4.16). We have 

just been privileged to listen in to the Father expressing his love for his 

son. Now that love is expressed as Jesus is anointed by God’s Holy 

Spirit. Mark describes the Spirit coming as a dove. JB Phillips expresses 

the importance of this symbolism like this; from the beginning the picture 

of the Spirit likened to a dove is a picture of gentleness. He will conquer 

but the conquest will be the conquest of love.  

 

There is every possibility of 2021 continuing with a bang for a while yet.  

So let me leave you with two thoughts as we go into the second full 

week of the new year: 

Firstly to reflect on and follow the example of the humility of John the 

Baptist and his concern to point people to Jesus by what he said and 

how he lived. 

Secondly to rejoice that the ministry of Jesus, and therefore the ministry 

of God to which the whole trinity is committed is one that is wrapped in 

mercy and in love. Amen  

 

 


