
John Ch 1. 10-18 

Happy New Year. We all hope that 2021 will move on to be a better 

year than 2020.  

Our two readings, from Ephesians and John are both rich and deep 

passages which hopefully can help us reflect on the eternal goodness 

of God at the start of this new year.  

We will be reflecting further on the passage from Ephesians in our 

midweek communion next Wednesday, but it is worth noting here 

how Paul reminds us that we are chosen and precious and that 

everything we need spiritually is available to us.  

So this morning we are looking at the gospel reading where John he 

uses powerful words and images to describe both who Jesus is and 

why he came. And we will focus just on one verse. 

Verse 14. ‘The word became flesh and dwelt among us. We have 

seen his glory – the glory of the one and only Son who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.’ 

John’s gospel begins by saying that – in the beginning was the word 

and word was with God and word was God.  

We all know the power of words. The words we use and way we use 

them go a long way to defining who we are and what people think of 

us.  Words shape our individual lives and our world. 

I love you, you’re fired even Brexit; just a small selection of words 

that change our lives. 

In OT, the word defines the active power of God. Genesis 1.2 God 

spoke and creation came into being. Psalm 33.6, by the word of the 

Lord the heavens were made. Isaiah 55.11 my word will not go out 

empty, it will accomplish what I sent it for.  

Now John is saying the powerful active word of God has become real 

in a person. He has become one of us.  That in itself is an awesome 

thing to say.  

But he goes further; the word of God, in other words Jesus dwelt 

among us. In early days of Israel God dwelt among  his people in the 



middle of their camp in the tent of meeting. Then when the temple 

was built that was the special place of God’s dwelling.  

Now John is saying that God is again living with his people through 

Jesus. He was there in person during his earthly ministry. But now he 

is now living in all of us through his Holy Spirit. A reminder of some 

really good news to take into the New Year.  

How does John know this. Because he was there. We all know from 

our own experience, TV news programmes the power of eye witness 

accounts.  

John was one of Jesus closest friends. He is writing from his own first 

hand experience. As this verse says he had seen Jesus in his glory 

when along with his brother James and Peter he saw Jesus being 

transfigured into his heavenly glory.  

And so he tries to sum up his friend and Lord in this lovely phrase: 

Jesus was full of grace and truth.  

Grace and truth two things world badly needs. 

We think of grace in terms of elegance, courteous good will, 

generosity or bringing honour to something.  

But that misses the mark. Christian understanding of grace is far 

bigger.  

It is about the free and unmerited favour and generosity of God. 

Being given so much more than we deserve. The meaning of the 

Hebrew word for grace is to do with bending or stooping in kindness, 

as an adult would bend or stoop to be kind to a child. In the same 

way, our Heavenly Father is stooping down to us in his kindness and 

love. In all the blessings he showers on his creation and in particular 

on those who seek to follow him.  

Most powerfully in the gift of his living word – Jesus, who lived and 

exemplified grace.   

The grace (and the power) John had seen at the feeding of 5,000 at 

the raising of Lazarus and at so many other miraculous and other 

encounters.  



At the start of this new year there is something here about resolving 

to grow in our knowledge and appreciation of God’s grace – his 

undeserved favour to each of us, which will deepen our knowledge 

and love of God, and also I suggest his world.  

John described Jesus as being full of grace and truth.   

Truth has taken a battering in public life in recent years.  

Fake news, alternative facts, what Winston Churchill charmingly 

described as terminological inexactitudes are sadly now an accepted 

norm. And in our post modern age folk everywhere are suspicious of 

anything claiming to be ‘the truth’.  

But on the other hand many people are looking for some certainty 

and clarity, something to ground their lives.   

If Jesus is the logos, word that brought creation into being then what 

he says – his teaching like the Sermon on the Mount can by 

definition be relied on as true - authoritative for whatever our 

personal or community situation. 

We see truth not just in his words, but in the person of Jesus. ‘ I am 

the way, the truth and the life he told his dicsip0les when they were 

needing some reassurance.  

When we look at Jesus, we see Truth (capital T). 

And the more we immerse ourselves in the truth of Jesus words the 

deeper will be our understanding of his grace. 

John was one of Jesus closest friends. He had seen this grace and 

truth lived out at first hand through Jesus teaching and his miracles. 

He had seen that grace and truth lived out in Jesus death and 

glorious resurrection  

And finally now toward the end of his life he was seeing Jesus alive 

and working through his church. 

This marvellous verse in this wonderful passage unpacks so much of 

who Jesus is, why he came and what he offers. 

Earlier in this passage John reminds us that, now as then we live in a 

world that is full of emotional and spiritual darkness. And as we leave 

one difficult year and start another one that is likely to be as 



challenging, at least initially, the world needs much more grace and 

truth – humanly: Still less the grace and truth we see in Jesus. 

But the good news this grace and truth is available to us as it was to 

John and the first disciples. This passage was written for us as much 

as for them.  

Verse 12. To everyone else who believes gives the right (word implies 

absolute certainty) to be called sons and daughters of God. Part of 

God’s family.  

So God’s grace – His rich undeserved gift and blessing is open to all 

today. We can learn and experience the truth of God’s eternal 

presence; his love for his creation, his desire that it should respond 

to the grace, truth and love that is part and parcel of the personality 

of God and which we see wholly and completely in his Son Jesus.    

 

 

 

  

 


