
Luke 1. 26-38 – Hope in Mary 

 

As many locals will know, we in Buckden received a visit this 

week from a team from the BBC local news programme - Look 

East.  

On their agenda was how a community with a low incidence of 

Covid was coping with this long pandemic.  

At the end of an extraordinary year, with the approach of what 

we are told must be a short Christmas, my feedback was that 

people were coping but tired.  

And that seems to have been a common response. 

Christmas is supposed to be a time of hope.  

The Christian faith is supposed to be all about hope: The 

apostle Peter writing in his first letter says ‘always be prepared 

to speak of the hope that is within you’, and there is a well 

known hymn which starts ‘All my hope on God is founded’. 

And so through the Sundays of Advent, we are looking at what 

Christian hope is all about and how it should shape our world 

view and how we live during the nitty gritty of life during the 

pandemic. 

Last week Miles talked about the hope God gives us in the 

ministry and tough words of John the Baptist, and the hope we 

receive and are given in baptism. 

This week we look at what traditionally known as the 

annunciation – the call of the angel to Mary 

The Cambridge English Dictionary defines hope as; ‘wanting 

something to happen or to be true and usually having a good 

reason to believe it is’. 

That works quite well with the definition of Christian hope we 

thought about two weeks ago, which was; ‘ a confident 

expectation of God’s blessing’. 

But at first sight the headlines of Mary’s situation were not 

promising, not expected and certainly not hopeful. 

She was pregnant before she was married; a potentially 

scandalous state of affairs in Jewish society.  



She faced a trip of 80-90 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem 

sitting on a donkey whilst 9 months pregnant.  

She would give birth to her child, probably in a stable – in 

poverty. 

But as we look at the conversation in our passage between 

Mary and the angel Gabriel, and the one following – Mary’s 

song of praise we know as the Magnificat, we meet someone 

who after her initial surprise and panic grows in hope – in her 

expectation of God’s blessing - even though she must have 

known the way ahead would not be easy and impossible to 

imagine.  

There are three possible reasons for this I would like to briefly 

explore. 

Firstly Mary was open to seeing God work in her life.  

Hope in anything rests largely on a belief or trust in the person 

or thing we are putting our hope in.  

Miles last week described Christian hope as being founded on 

the character of God. In her conversation with Gabriel, Mary 

clearly already knew something of character and goodness of 

God. She would have known her bible (our Old Testament). 

And so would have known Israel’s story of Gods faithfulness 

down the centuries – from the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob through to the Exodus and then God’s rescue of the 

nation from exile.  

She would have been familiar with the many verses in the Old 

Testament that speak of hope - like Psalm 25.3 – ‘nobody who 

hopes in you will ever be put to shame’.   

She would also have been aware of the OT prophecies which 

looked forward to the Messiah. In their conversation Gabriel 

references some of them from Genesis and the prophets Daniel 

and Micah when he tells Mary that Jesus would be the Son of 

the Most High, Son of God who would rule Israel for ever.  

And even if she did not fully understand what they would mean 

for her, she grasped something of the gift that God was giving 

her. 



Secondly she was honest before God.  

She did not hide her concern or her reservations. The passage 

says she was troubled by the angels greeting, who wouldn’t be. 

And she asks - how can this be?– a quite reasonable question.  

Christian hope – the anticipation of God’s blessing now, or in 

the future, can only be real if it is based on being open and 

honest before God. Because only then can God work in our 

situation or answer our prayers. 

Thirdly – despite her fears, she was prepared to move forward 

and put her hope in God, that He would act for the best. There 

is a sense of trepidation in our passage. One can almost feel 

Mary’s intake of breath as she says to the angel: ‘May it be as 

you have said’.  

But having taken that step, having put her hope in God’s 

promises, she sees that faith and hope grow. So when shortly 

afterwards she meets her relative Elizabeth who was to be 

mother of John the Baptist, she bursts into a great song of 

praise. ‘My soul magnifies the Lord …. surely all nations will call 

me blessed, for the Lord has done great things for me.’ 

A journey of hope is not an easy one. If I hoped to climb Mt 

Everest that would require physical and mental effort and 

discomfort.  

On a more serious note, Mary’s journey of hope would entail 

great pain and anguish as she stood by the cross and watch 

Jesus die, but also joy as she shared with the disciples in his 

resurrection, and the spread of his gospel through the church. 

And so it will be with us in our journey of faith and hope with our 

God.   

 

And so returning to our original question, what is the Christian 

hope, that we always be prepared share particularly at 

Christmas 

Firstly it is at Christmas that we see the physical evidence of 

God’s faithfulness as he fulfils the promises he made in the 

Bible, through Jesus  letting go of his equality with God and 



coming into this world as a baby.  And then through his life, 

teaching, death and resurrection inaugurating the kingdom of 

God – a kingdom of justice, unity and love that will be 

completed when Jesus returns.  

Secondly that all of us who believe and put our trust in Jesus 

have the privilege of being called sons and daughters of God, 

and members of that kingdom now.  

The bible makes it clear that is a done deal, irrespective of how 

we feel, as evidenced in passages such as Ephesians 2.4-6, 

Colossians 1.22. And some of us need to grow our assurance 

in that hope by knowing and claiming those promises and 

others that as Jesus said;   

his followers HAVE fulness of life  

and NOTHING can take us away from Him.  

But thirdly this Christian hope also carries with it the 

responsibility of sharing in God’s work of bringing that hope – 

the kingdom of heaven - into our present day world. Of 

colonising earth with the power of heaven, as Tom Wright puts 

it, through our day to day words, actions and prayer. 

As we go into Christmas week, lets rejoice in that hope in Jesus 

the light of the world. Amen 

 

 


