
Sunday 29th November 2020 - First Sunday of Advent 

Romans 8: 12-25, Matthew 13: 24-30  
 

 

Let us begin with some lines from Psalm 85. ‘Only in him are mercy and truth met together. 

Only in him do righteousness and peace kiss each other. Forgiveness looks down from heaven 

and the Lord will indeed give what is good.’  Amen.  
 

Now I know I have talked on a number of occasions about the church poll carried out across 

Europe some years ago. It concluded that the very best way to grow our churches was to share 

a joke and to laugh together! I still think this is a good idea, and even though we are still going 

through very difficult times and also next year having to say another goodbye, this time to Jes 

and Jane, I am sure that a certain sense of humour will continue to be one of the most 

important requirements of the day and will see us through! Even if we are back to something 

like normal by next Easter there will inevitably be some changes to our usual 'modus 

operandi', but one thing is for sure, our churches will be in good heart to welcome however is 

chosen as our next leader. And we will look forward to seeing Jes and Jane again at any time! 
 

Jesus made many changes in his life. He grew up in a home in Nazareth and he learnt the 

carpenter's trade alongside his earthly Father. Wouldn't it be wonderful if someone somewhere 

unearthed a 1st century piece of furniture with J.C. carved into the bottom, I can just imagine it 

being discussed on the 'Antiques Road Show'. You see it really is good to laugh together! 
 

Jesus however began to realise that his heavenly father was calling him to do much, much 

more. And starting with the miracle at the Wedding at Cana he began to preach, teach and 

heal, but all of this was aimed at God's chosen people, the Jews. But Jesus knew he had to 

change again after his extraordinary encounter with the Canaanite Woman, we never get to 

know her name, she comes to him and upsets everything. ‘Lord have mercy on me’ she shouts. 

At first it seems Jesus is unsure what to do. ‘He did not answer her a word’. Then he replies 

that his mission is still to the Jewish family, to Israel. – ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 

Israel’. But the woman won’t let Jesus go, she kneels in front of him – ‘Lord, help me’. One 

thing is for sure, she knows in her very heart that Jesus can help her. And Jesus knew that he 

could not turn her away, because surely she is right, regardless of everything he has been 

saying - she too, and all of us are indeed children of the same God.  
 

Now I'm going to talk about the reading we have just heard from Paul's letter to the Romans.  



Paul’s writings are not easy to understand and I don’t think in general could be considered 

humorous, he is, after all, trying to make a very serious point. Here in this letter, a very long 

one by anyone’s standards, Paul is trying, in part, to unravel his own understanding of life and 

death, slavery and freedom and then to impart this to his friends in the church in Rome.  
 

It is a letter that they would then have needed to spend considerable time reading and 

decoding, we have had almost two thousand years and we still find it hard. Anyway having 

arrived at chapter 8 we are about half way through the letter. And here Paul is looking at 

mechanisms - how does Jesus death and life free us and what does this freedom mean in 

practice? Here Paul has what seems to be a simple and compelling answer - our freedom 

means life, new life!  
 

In the old times, before Jesus, we had to fulfil all the demands of that old life and the final 

payment was our own death. But now we know we belong to God, body and soul, and God 

has a different way of demanding payment. Instead of asking us to pay, God gives us things. 

Instead of having to pay we find God has bought us, so that he can make us his children. Thus 

in becoming his children we have an equal share in what is his, along with his Son. And 

what’s more the Son doesn’t mind at all! He’s not jealous and is actually the one who has gone 

out and brought us home, so that we can truly share in what is his. 
 

Most of the time we can hardly believe it. We still keep looking over our shoulders, somewhat 

furtively, as if we were still servants. Is it really all right to speak to the master of the house as 

if he is our ‘Father’, are we really related, as his Son keeps telling us? This is a new life, a 

great life, but as with most good things it comes with some need for responsibility. If we are 

going to live, talk and act like the Son we have a responsibility to the rest of the world to be as 

truly like him as we can. 
 

The problem is that when we set out to share our freedom we often revert to our old slave 

mentality. The parable of the weeds, in the reading from Matthew, is fascinating in that it is 

the servants who want to pull up the weeds. The servants have never owned anything, but they 

are certain that if they did, they would surely not want it contaminated with weeds. They are 

prepared to pull up the weeds even if this means damaging some of the crops. They are 

anxious that the master might blame them for what has happened, they are acting just like 

servants again.  



God’s attitude is very different. His main concern is to preserve the entire crop. Separating 

good and bad can be more safely done when the crop is fully-grown. It’s not that he doesn’t 

mind having weeds or that he is pretending they don’t exist, it’s just that he takes the long-

term view, and his servants only worry about today, they are not used to long-term 

responsibilities.  
 

So what will these servants who have become children do? What will they do when the crop is 

their own inheritance and their own responsibility and doesn’t just belong to someone else? 

Will they panic and try for a completely weed free field, at whatever the cost? Or will they 

have lived with the master long enough by then to start to think like him and even start to trust 

in his ways and strategies more than their own.  
 

We are surrounded by God’s creation by God’s kingdom, both good crops and weeds. We 

must learn to understand that our Father knows what is best, we must learn to act as children 

and not slaves. We must learn to trust as children of a loving Father. And to end where we 

came in - ‘Only in him are mercy and truth met together. Only in him do righteousness and 

peace kiss each other. Forgiveness looks down from heaven and the Lord will indeed give 

what is good.’ Amen. 
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