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St Mary’s Buckden and All Saints Offord 
 

Morning Service 29th November 2020 
 

 
 

 
 
Welcome and Introduction  
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of 
him  (Psalm 96.9) 

   
We meet today as the people of God to offer praise and thanksgiving and to 
pray for our church and for the world, to commit ourselves to serve God in all 
that we do  so that God’s will may be done and God’s  kingdom go forward until 
the whole earth is filled with the knowledge of his love. 
 
Advent Candle Prayer 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
born in David’s city, 
born to be a king, to be born in our hearts at Christmas. 
Be king of our lives today. Amen 
 
 
The gospel tells us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 
We offer ourselves now to God, acknowledging those thoughts, words and 
actions that have been wrong, and trusting in his love, forgiveness and mercy. 
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Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies  
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image, 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 
 
First Reading – Romans 8.12-25 (see pewsheet) 
 
Second Reading – Matt 13. 24-30 (see pew sheet) 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon  
 
Creed 
Though Jesus was divine, he did not cling to equality with God,  
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself and was obedient to death— 
even the death of the cross. 
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Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen   
(Philippians 2.5-11) 
 
Prayers 
We pray to our Father in heaven who is always with us to support and guide us 
in everything we do and say.  
 
There will be a pause at the end of each section for our own private prayers 
 
We pray for all those watching this and other streamed and broadcast services 
this morning. May the services be a blessings to all who see them, particularly 
those who do not normally attend church…. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
We pray for those who are suffering at this time, in particular for those still 
suffering from Covid19, those treating them and give thanks that vaccines may 
be available shortly.… 
Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
We pray for our nation as we come out of lockdown. We pray for a sense of 
responsibility in complying with the restrictions we are instructed to observe, 
particularly as Christmas approaches. 
We continue to pray for our leaders. May they lead with integrity and wisdom in 
the interest of all …. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
We continue to pray for those suffering financially due to Covid 19 restrictions, 
and that our government may be wise and generous in providing support for 
those in financial difficulty. May we too be generous in meeting need as we see 
it …. 
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Lord, in your mercy  
hear our prayer 
 
Finally, we pray for ourselves. As individuals and as a community may we seek to 
revere your name this week …  
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
God of truth, we lift these prayers to you. Help us to keep your law of love and 
to walk in your ways of wisdom, always. Amen  
 
We gather up our prayers as we pray together: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   
Amen 
 
Blessing of the nativity sets 
 
Blessing 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be our strength  
wherever we go 
May the love of God be our joy whatever our circumstances this week 
And may the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be our inspiration 
today and always 
Amen 
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